Category: 17. Heart Failure: Therapy Background: We have tested the hypothesis whether epicardial cardiac resynchronization therapy (CRT) concomitantly with surgical revascularization is superior to CRT and medical therapy in patients with ischemic heart failure, LVEF<35% and LV dyssynchrony, who were eligible to coronary artery bypass grafting or medical therapy. methods: Ninety seven consecutive patients with severe ischemic heart failure were randomly assigned to endocardial CRT implantation plus medical therapy (n=48) or epicardial CRT implantation plus CABG (n=49). The primary end point was reduction in left ventricle systolic volume (LVESV) by 15% mesured by echocardiography. The major secondary endpoint included the all cause death. The patients were followed up during 24 months.
